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f . SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. os 9 

2ubbling 32 seation;s a5 

b. occa qacesseses sewn! e 

; EP OEY Date...’ Bufo tas. 1a hyo a 
Subject. _ ke Detention of nussians vy the 5.0.G.Folicce ave a . 
wenbssep ten Seetacis caccpecdasectneadtihie Gate sh aaiobe ce tyetaue ut at eee cca eh alee At ethos ete ea eon Leateadedansans Sei ach i ereeesa salad sietscc 
MGde b59)5.2 ee eS = ecteecc crcmevectceeel” OV CATACH. Birrell a,c ppmsancnaiad aaetone scaesieddace 


Sirs, 

At 6.C5 pen. 18-11-39 a teicphons message was received 
fro: tne Cfficer i/e "BD" Sector, "O" Pest rep-rting thet 
a foreigner vith uis wife ‘rd d@:ugnter had been detained 
ty the 3.C.G.Folice at Great western Xailway crossing. 
ire Samson, Assistsnt Comaissioner, together with S.I. 
sunnings, D.S. Motsushita and C.D.5.219 attcnded. 

From cnguirics .ade it was scert:ined thct she 
forcivner e-nearncd ise. rt. and .rs. 5.L. Cocper and their 
ad: ug..ter urs. V. Aumarn (all Russians) had entered premises 
situstca at sioe211 sungjao Ro-d on permission from the 
Chinese e:ret: ker, when a foveizener whom i232. Seite Cocper 
recognized as wre Fromm (German) entered the ‘remises and 
order them to leave. : 

Er. Fromm objectei to irs. Aumann gz: tiering flowers 
of which she hed a small bunch in her nand. ire Beie 


b. C. DIVISIONS 
INFORMATION 


Cooper left the premises and drove hésw motor csr io.7509 


6 


towards the Settleaent, when on arrival at Great viestern 


Railway Crossing they were stopped by ir. Fromm, who 

reported in Chinese to the $.C.G.Police that hr, Cooper 
hrd stolen flowers from a g>rden at 211 Hungjao Road. 

Mr. & lirs. BL. Cooper and irs. Aumann were being question- 
ed by a Chinese Interpreter, when a British ilitary Officer 
ceme to the r: ilway crossing and culled them across, to the 
Settlement side of the perimeter which they did without 


interference by the S.C.GePolice or Japanese w:ilitary. 


Mr. BL. Cooper left Bis k/Cor on the Hungjao Side of the 


perimeter. ‘ = 


_Mr. Samson, 4/Commissioner, together with D.S. Matsu- 


ita and 0-D.8.219 interviewed . the Japanese military 
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Coutinucd 


and 5.0.G.Police, Lut wore uni ble to retreive the e:r in 


question. 

Ie Del. Cooper was informed that the Sh nghai 
-unicip: 1 Police hed no jurisdiction over any affair that 
mappcned west of tie perinaeter, but th t we vould 
endeavour to retreive his motor czr as sQon as possible. 


asnuvirics pron-eling. 


14 am, Sir, 
Your obedient scervi-nt, 


WM Fusnewergys 


Sub-inspector. 


- FORM 40 


ali SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 


The following is the statement of. 


native of Russia taken by me S.I. Munnings 


ween wenn mene en ene e neem emer r ena cetaceans te ene nn eeewenes eneeerne eceenenncwewes ne meworennsoeennes eeeenereren Serer 


= : w 


At about 4.45 pele 18-11-59 1 acco:pinied by my wife, 


and Gd: ugnuter, srse Ve Aumann visited pres 1ises situated at NOe 


2il Hung edt ° soad, where aL nave been given permission by the 


Chinese Cc" retaker to t: ke & Walk in the grrden, and g ther 


flewers. At about 5.15 ve tLe even di: te, whilst taking a eile 


in the g:urdcen, 1 Was appro: ‘sched by a foreigner whom Ll recogni- 


zed as a ure Fromm, (Ge2 :an) he asked me What I was doing there . 


and who had given me permission to enter the premises. L 


replied that I had Leen given permission by the Chinese core= 


¥ 
ies, end tnzt 1 hed visited this place on several ovcasions. f 


ae Fromm then asked my daughter (hrs. Aumann } who had given 


eects eer: wae ae re ee 


‘ _ bunth in her hond, Ers.Aumann replied thet she had been 


H 
_her permission to gether flewers, of which she hada small 


“ 


given waunitenden py’ the caretaker. . 


sir. Fronm then ordered us to leave the premises, which 


we compiied with. I ti:en drove my L/Car -7309 towards the 
Settlement, when on arrival at the railroad crossing on Gt.” 
Western Road, + observed Kr. Fromm standing on the road near 
the Japanese Nilitary post, he signalled me to stop, which lI 
did. He then reported (in Chinese) to the $.C.G.Policer,to 
| 
. from the car and were questioned by a Chinese interpreter 


who explained the case to the Japanese Gendermie, the Chinese 


interpreter explained to iir. Fromm that &t was a very trivial 


v 


P.B. Headquarters. : 


' - It appeared thet the interpreter suggested we ‘reported to ; 


FORM 40 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


e 
REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 


The following is the statement of. 
MISE V ESO cess a oo ed ccc ee ae eakeri) By: Wi 6 osecc sce oases edeeeeee ticle teeeeetactteeateaeees 
AU iacestenvecevasheint wusevetensivecd (0) d | eee ae ee and interpreted by. 


; 


the S.C.G.P.5. on Jcssfield iio:d, to which wr. Frorm objected, 


and suggestca we be t- hen to the snall Station, which apparen- 
L Stee, SMCS SS ORs OU we Eee ee ee ere Se, pacar! 


jtiy is in the sungjao Arca. 1 then explained to the interpre= 


ter that I would not go back towards Hungjao._ 


AD this juncture, a British cititary Cfficer, then 


called to us from the Settlement side of the peewmeter, asking 


us to cross over, wiich we did, without any interference by 


the S.C.G.Police or Japanese +ilit:ry, but owing to excite- | 


nent LI left my i/Cer on the other side of the perimeter -nd 


dare not return in order to retricve same. 


shoals _ The British Militery Officer then instructed us to 

_ {Wait until the arrivel of the Shanghai .unicipal ¥olice. 
u& J ‘ 

e x 7 

. Signed by B.L. Cooper ase 
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ei  Oute CK, a7. aF} 
March 24 33. 
s v ~ 
Y Dear Barton, bs 


Further to my letter of March 11 and with 


reference to yours of arch 1S, I torward herewith 


\ 
for your information a copy of a report which 
has been made by Det. Inspector -app who is in ’ 
charge of the Narcotic Section of tie Crime Branch. 
Yours sincerely, 
v + ~~ 
Je Barton, ESQoe ? 
British Consulate-General. 
v ; : ad : 
ie ¥ 
: ve ki ea es i ‘ 
yo : . ue al 


/ ne a File No.__...--— 


4 SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


NWoeecdtic. Section Station, 
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL «=6REPORT es 
y Date Us 223s. 19356 
Subject (in full)... vin Ryour “romm 


Made by.. q we PDD ccccccewisrassecss uv nvadevall” wap t. Yuayle 


7? 


ees in, sorm.tion 245 ‘going BE. Rydac. *romm Se | So. 
: ee. A\ccordin: to informetion ae Ryoar From is stuted to _ 
dork for a very wealthy anu influentiszl Chinese named Ma Ziang | 
| Sung GyFE*) who is rusidine xt Zz Route Pottie., Trench Son- ' 
Session. | Mas at ac st.tea, has as aamausei nis fortune by ee 
_traffickin,s vin mo>jhine and Hwo wei Lotter, ry ganbling in the i 
French Concession and is reported to te antuged of late in the { 
. smuggling of curios te U.S.4. ‘This is significant in view of 
ee ae Se RES 6 SS pe ee eee eee 
SOS SOee ent. Be eet Se Be See oe a ae ee ees | 
arrivin. from i241 departin;:: T.S.A.e 
Be} Lf ——S SSS SSS a —--— ee 


Hisar Shs - Ma_Zinng Sung (PPE) is resorted to have considergvie 


vee influence in goveornmentil circle stated to se a good 
' SS saimienahiemantiie ae See 


y, ’ 


<th friend of ane, former Minister cf 
d 


G 

i 
~ 

}r 
t 
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Yorreign Affairs S.T. Wan 
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Gin Special > 
Sufd 


BRITISH consulate cient” 
p.o.e0x ase. 47 per eae, 
RY . . ae . nee : 
{ With Maren LOTS. 
Deir viven 1S, 
Ver, Mi Wadd: oS: POF ni teers 
enclosi dwjtective rulort on 
La oration *ic:. leats << to 
ntexed ap dus the Gra, theflte were, vitel Le: taverceti.g? is) Vie: 
SN ee we. ry 
of tie infomation on gale © or your report, stutine that in 1¢lo 
. > : . . : . bed 2: 
he «as anvuer suspicion i.. t..i5 commection. E old Dee vite mio Ot 
Iorioslive ay core definite infornution .l oat ime 2.4 I 
shall ©+. clad if gou .oald puss am, inforantion an to se lich 
way CO:.c¢ i.to uur vosccesion re warding iis activities sion; . 


these lines. 


Yours sincerel:, 


. ae es 


cf Se. .eP 


ra SS ee 


; <"SHAMNGE!T BIEMICIPAL POLE 


a C & 5. B. REGISTRY 
s DALAT 
CONFIDEETIL tn eal 
March 12 356 


Dear Barton, 

With reference to your letter cf sebruary «4 . 
re; arding Ervin Rybar Fromm, I send icrewith, for your »%. 
information a copy of a report on the auttent ct his 
antetedents which has been made by Det. Serjeant 
Tilton of the Special Branch. 


Yours sincerely, 


Je Barton ,Esqe, 


British Consulate-General. 


' Subject (in full) nquiries in connection with Ervin Rybar Fromm, Manager of _ 


eee. Sr 


Made by_D,8..Tilton .... Forwarded by. ALO Le 


ar CORFIOENTIAL 
PB. : SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


Section 2, Se Ral spay 77 


Date... March | aa. 79 S30 


Seca emaunaay 


- REPORT 


..the Mutual Insurance Co., 25 Jinkee Road. 


|_____—s-/Ervin Rybar Promm, Czecho Slovak, manager of the Mutual 


|_French Concession, the son of Joseph and Anna yin, forest 
_Austrian subjects, was born in Prague on 1, 1892. oa 
Joseph Rybar, the father, is stated to have been an 
_officer in the Austrian Army, and to have committed suicide by . 
Shooting himself when his son Rybar was quite young. The 
_Widow then left her amall son with some relatives,and went to __ 
_the USA. where she met and married a Norwegian engineer named 

C, A, Fromm. During ‘1908, the couple arrived in Shanghai 

from the U,8.A. Sometime later the son, who was etii2 of 
school going age, also arrived in Shanghai and joined his_ ee 
-mother and step-father, The latter is at present employed __ 
with the New Engineering and Shipbuilding Works Ltd., 640 
Yangtszepoo Road, and registered at the local Norwegian Consulate, 
_ During his early youth, Brvin Bybar Promm,as he was then 

kn ned sitions with German: insurance firms including — 
Bornemann & Co., 8-B Feking Road, and Sander Wieler & Co., 

&-B Peking Road, and is rep uted to have shown great promise ; 
_and subsequently held positions of trust in the aforementioned 
_somerna. _He continusd in thi 8S employment until the outbreak ~ 
of the Great Var when he lost his sition in the latter 

Oh gas ieee 
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Statton, 


REPORT 


Subject (in full). 
Made by... _ Forwarded by_. . 


_As he was not holding any rank in the Austrian Army, and was __ 


| examination before the Austrian Consul in hai, he decided = 


to return to Shanghai which he did immediately afterwards. 


—_—______Apparently on his return to Shanghai he was unable to find 


_permanent employment as local German firms had been competled an 
_to suspend business. In 1915 Fromm first came under the | 


motice of the Municipal Police in consequence of his being — 


in £0 fo w t activities of a German named Adolp Neilsen,  __ 
| Bs _& notorious spy, gum runner, arms and arug dealer, who came 
| 2/23) |Adnto prominence in Shanghai during the Great Ware _ ee 
| % 227 |Beomm fixet peomme soqueinted with Neilsen, during their | 
| (704 | pusiness careers, and following the outbreak of the Great War, 

. «fat | St could be expected that the Austrians and Germans in Shanghai 
| 1" ‘| would naturally bind themselves togsther in aid of the common 
cause. 


From was not involved to _any great extent in the arms — 
mmuggling operations engineered by Neilsen and reported to be 
directed from the German Consulate at that time, as may be gained 


. _» | fom @ perusal of our records. It was then considered that 
: + icient ce to be kept under 


surveillance by the Municipal Police as other members of the 


< w 
eileen cliaqys, and it is believed that Fromm was only-a tool 
in the hands of Neilsen. 


either enced some distaste in 

working with Neilsen er was of the opinion later that he was 

eing duped. for on November 16, 2916, he furniahed information 
Police of a case of arms amuggling by Neilsen, Wy, 


that his actions in assisting 


a 


fe | CONFIDENTIAL 
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Subject (in full)... 
; (3) 


Made by... - Forwarded by... .. . 


ithe Neilsen clique was purely from a political motive, and 


|and was certainly not involved in the shady work such as 


amnuggling of @rugs and dealing in opium as practiced by 


Neilsen. However, it is significant to note that Fromm 


and Neilsen were both implicated in a statement made to the 
. 
Municipal Police by a male Chinese who was arrested in possession 


of a quantity of opium in September, 1916, as being the two < 
persons who had employed him to deliver the drug. 


- 


Fromm and Neilsen were later kmown to have been associated 


together during 1917. _In the following year Fromm apparently 
proceeded to Austria. 


_— pa i a 28 a ee 


___Im 1920 he returned to Shanghai in possession of a 
Cszecho-Slovak passport (ne having been born in territory acceded 
¢ - 8. ad regi tered at the local Czecho-Slovak 


Consulate, 5 


Following his return to Shanghai, Promm is stated to 
have been connected with the former Yangtsse Trading Cos, 
$5 Jinkee Road, Insurance Department. During 1921 to 1925 ; 
acted as the local agent for the Russian Insurance Company 
of Copenhagen, with an office at 35 Jinkee Road. 
‘__ During 1925 Fromm married a Russian widow named 5 


Miku na Danilchuk nee Georgieff, born on April 17 B92, at 
. 
Bde: This marriage was not a success and resulted later 


RBS: OR. ‘ . 


During 1925 he was connected with the Demineo, and 
Ente srise Co., an American concern with offices at 
‘ . _Jisk This firm later closed down after which 


. “1 2a) on. with Heskins and & ‘auditors 


. ~ 
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Road, which he left in January, 1926, to take up the _ 


local agency for the Taiheyo Insurance Co., head office Osaka. 


| ss Im 1928, in company with A. G. Hearne, British, Fromm 
established the Manufacturers Life Insyyance Company at 25 
|Jinkee Road, A. G. Hearne died during 1952, and Fromm has __ 


_carried on the business from that time under the name of the 
Mutual Insurance Co. at present acting as insurance brokers onlye _ 
_______Ipformation has been gained that recently Dr. Fischer, 
nent local lawyer, a friend of Fromm's, approached the 
latter with a view to establishing him as an agent for The 

Black Sea and Baltic General Insurance Co. Ltd., Head Office, __ 
London, General Agency for China, No. 3 Foochow Road, and in 
connection with the enterprise Dr. Fischer is stated to have 

_glso introduced Fromm to The Par Bastern Bank (Dalbank) in order 


i) 


| 
| 
: 


a 
~ 


1 ferences The Var Bastern 
Bank is ttated to conduct banking business for the latter 
mentioned insurance company. _ ee Se ae ne eee 
_____ Fromm is apparently anxious to secure this agency as at 
present his business is not flourishing, ani his Suture success ; 
depends mainly on his obtaining some insurance agency which will 
enable him to extend his connections. 

____—Be is also known to have confidentially stated.that 

xather_ than be involved with any Soviet enterprise in connection _ 
With the above agency which may bring him into disfavour with 

he will abandon the 
____ dears from stating that Proms is a relisble business man, 
the loca) Gsecho-Sievak Consulate know nothing about him. 


is not widely know within Shanghai circles, and 
@ wut not 


ejected move. 
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Made byw. 


Forwarded by... 


|would tend to suspect Fromm of harbouring radical tendencies. 


Officer i/e Special Branc 


- 


information been gained during the course of the inquiry that __ 
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February 2athr is ep ye ee 


iy dear sivens, 
~ I shall be very cr tefal for any information 
5 %o ottgvh se C1 S/fahg, you can let me have concer g a Czecho-Slovak named 
ass 7 
FROLLSL or FRDIL who, It +, is connected -ith the 
A a» 
Mutual Insurance Company, 25 Jinkee -ioad. 


fours sincerely, 


A LE A ETS, 


T.P.@ivens, sq, 
Special Branch, 


S.x.P. 


